Abstract: Besley focuses on what he describes as 'two pillars' of the
Gove was, as Professor Chris Husbands of the Institute of Education blogged at the time, passionate about education 1 and the opportunities it could bring to people's lives, but it was a passion that could bring him into conflict with those who didn't share either the same urgency or the same beliefs. Education has to appeal to a wide audience: the parent at the school gate trying to secure the best chances for their child; the teacher in the classroom trying to educate, encourage and exhort learners of all abilities; the employer looking for a fully trained and well-prepared individuals; and the others: policy wonks, commentators, headline writers and all those with an interest in education in some form, often dismissed by Michael Gove as part of the 'Blob' but quick to offer an opinion when the occasion demanded.
It is difficult to appeal to all such constituencies all of the time and he may have felt it impossible, but Michael Gove was always keen to stress that his main concern was with those intended to benefit from his policies, be they families, pupils, teachers, employers or society in general.
This chapter looks at two of those policies -those on young people and skills, and on improving accountability in the education systemarguably two of the four pillars of the 'Gove' reform agenda, 2 considers current developments and assesses how strong the legacy might prove in each case.
Young people and skills The Issue
Michael Gove was often criticised for concentrating too much on more academically inclined learners and their needs, and insufficiently on the needs of those able to display knowledge and skill in more practical ways -yet it is worth remembering that one of his first major acts was to commission a comprehensive review of 14-19 vocational provision. The stimulus may have been the costs and concerns about the 14-19 Diploma system that he had inherited, let alone a political conviction that a more traditional form of learning would serve needs better -but equally it was an area that he was particularly keen to tackle and constituted a major pillar of his reform agenda.
